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Executive Summary

This Global Food Security Strategy presents an integrated vafigevernment strateggndagency

specific implementation plans as required by the Global Food Security Act of 2016 (EH34\)

strategy reflects the unique skills, resources, and lessons learned from U.S. federal departments and
agencieghat contribute to global food secutips well as input from partners throughout the private

sector, academic institutions, and civil society. It charts a course for the U.S. Government to contribute to
the achievement of global food security and the range of Sustainable Development Goa)s (SDGs
together with partners across the globe.

Right now, the world is closer than ever before to ending global hunger, undernutrition, and extreme
poverty, but significant challenges and opportunities remain, including urbanization, gender inequality,
instability and conflict, the effects of a changing climate, and environmental degradation. Despite our
collective progress in global food security and nutrition over recent years, a projected 702 million people
still live in extreme poverty nearly 800 millim people around the world are chronically undernouri$hed
and 159 million children under five are stuntdébod security is not just an economic and humanitarian
issue; it is also a matter of security, as growing concentrations of poverty and hungeolaatvies and
communities vulnerable to increased instability, conflict, and violence.

The U.S. Government, in partnership with other governments, civil society, multilateral development
institutions, research institutions, universities, and the praexttor, will build on experience to date to
address these challenges, take advantage of opportunities, and advance food security and improved
nutrition by focusing efforts around three interrelated and interdependent objectives:

0 Inclusive and sustainabé agricultural-led economicgrowth, as growth in the agriculture
sector has been shown in some areas to be more effective than growth in other sectors at helping
men and women lift themselves out of extreme poverty and héittgdwes this byncreasing
availability of food, generatingncomefrom production creating employment and
entrepreneurship opportunities throughout value chains, and spurring growth in rural and urban
economies.

0 Strengthened resilience among people and systemas,increasingly frguent and intense
shocks and stresses threaten the ability of men, women, and families to sustainably emerge from
poverty.

0 A well-nourished population, especially among women and children, as undernutrition,

particularly during the 1,000 days from pregnanct o a c¢chi |l dés second birt|
levels of educational attainment, productivity, lifetime earnings, and economic growth rates.

Through this approach, we will strengthen the capacity of all participants throughout the food and
agriculture sym, paying special attentionwmomen, the extreme poor, smalkcale producers, youth,
marginalized communities, and small and medium enterprises.

Several key elements of our approach strengthen our ability to achieve these objectives. The first is

targeting our investmentsin countries and geographic areas where we have the greatest potential to
sustainably improve food security and nutrition atrdtegically focusing our resource®n those
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approaches and interventions that evidence shows will redtreenexpoverty, hunger, and malnutrition

at scale. The second is implementing a comprehensive;fatgtiedvhole-of-government approach

rooted in lessons learned and evidence tottiateeflects emerging trends. The thirccisuntry

leadership, recognizing that developing countries, above all others, must own and be empowered to lead
and guide these efforts to drive progress. The fourharherships with a wide range of development

actors and groups, which will improve the reach, effectisgnefficiency, and sustainability of our

efforts. This includes using foreign aid strategicttlgatalyze domestic resource mobilization and

private sectodriven trade and economic development. The fifth is harnessing the posaiede,
technology,and innovation to dramatically improve food and agriculture system practices as well as
increase local capacity to address these is§urally, we will focus on theustainability of our

programs as we work to create the conditions where our assistarcéonger needed, including

reducing susceptibility to recurrent food crises and large international expenditures on humanitarian
assistancandensuring a sustainable food and agriculture system with adequate and appropriate finance
available to key aors

To measure progress and remain accountable to the public, U.S. Government partners commit to
continuing and strengthening our rigoranenitoring, evaluation, and learning(MEL) approach
whichincludes
1 A commonResults Famework
A performance monitring process and standard performance indicators
An evaluation approach using impact and performance evaluations
A learning agenda that prioritizes key evidence gaps
A focus on strengthening target country data systems

=A =4 -4 =4

Inspired by the global agenda laidt in the SDGs and the objectives of the GFSA:

Our vision is a world free from hunger, malnutrition, and extreme poverty, where

thriving local economies generate increased income for all people; where people consume
balanced and nutritious diets, and children grow up healthy and reach their full potential; and
where resilient households and communitee® fewer and lesegere shockd)aveless
vulnerability totheshocksthey do faceand are helping to accelerate inclusive, sustainable
economic growth.

This strategy builds on the U.S. Governmentdos str
investmentsand aimgo break silosintegratng programming across sectors and agencies for mawim

impact and effective stewardship of United States taxpayer dollars. By implementing thiowhole

government strategy over the next five years, we believe that, together with our many partners across the
globe, we can achieve this vision within ourtiifiees.
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Glossary of Key Terms

Agricultural value chain

The set of actors and activities required to bring agricultural products from production to consumption,
includingprocessing, storage, transportation, marketing, and retail. As a product moves through an
agricultural value chain, each step adds monetary value to the product.

Agriculture

The science and practice of activities related to production, processing, packaging, transporting, trade,
marketing consumption, and use of food, feed, and fiber including aquacutiunging, wild fisheries,
forestry, and pastoralism.

Agriculture and food systems

The intact or whole unit made up of interrelated components of people, behaviors,
relationshipsandmaterial goods that interact in the production, processing, packagingporting,
trade,marketing consumption, and use of food, feed, and fiber through aquaculture, fawihg,
fisheries, forestry, and pastoralism. The food and agriculture sygterates within and is influenced by
social, political, economic, and environmental contexts.

Appropriate congressional committees

Appropriate congressional committeesdefined in the GFSifaclude: the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate; the@mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate; the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives; the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives; and the Committee
Appropriations of the House of Representatives.

Basic sanitation service

The technical term for a sanitation facility that hygienically separates human excreta from human contact
Thisis a Sustainable Development Goal indicator. A safely managddti@mservice also ensures that

fecal waste is removed for treatment or safely dispossiun

Climate-smart agriculture

An integrative approach to address the interlinked challenges of food security and climate change that
explicitly aims for three lojectives: (1) sustainably increasing agricultural productivity, to support

equitable increases in farm incomes, food security and development; (2) adapting and building resilience
of agricultural and food security systems to climate change at multigisjend (3) reducing

greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture (including crops, livestock, and fisheries), either in absolute
terms or by reducing emissions intensity in the context of Low Emissions Development.

Context indicator

A means to monitor faors outside the control of the activity or program that have the potential to affect
the achievement of expected results. Context indicators may be tracked at any level of a Results
Framework or logic model. Context indicators may be used to track cregtonal context;
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programmatic assumptions of strategies, projects, and activities; and operational context. Context
indicators do not directly measure the results of activities.

Ecosystem services

The benefits that flow from nature to people;éaample, nature's contributions to the production of food
and timber; lifesupport processes, such as water purification and coastal protection; -dnidillifegy
benefits, such as places to recreate.

Extreme poverty

The inability to meet basic consutign needs on a sustainable basis. People who live in extreme poverty
lack both income and assets and typically suffer from interrelated, chronic deprivations, including hunger
and malnutrition, poor health, limited education and marginalization, disetiimm or exclusion. The

extreme poor often lack the resilience to cope with economic setbacks, natural disasters, or ilinesses. In
October 2015the international poverty line thatuised to measure extreme poverty moved from
US$1.25based on 200purchaing power parity (PPP) per day per person to US#iagéd on 201PPP

per day per person.

Evaluation

The systematic collection and analysis of information about the characteristics and outcomes of strategies,
projects, and activities conducted asaais for judgments to improve effectivenasslcosteffectiveness

and timed to inform decisions about current and future programming. Evaluation is distinct from
assessment or an informal review of projects.

Feed the Future Innovation Labs

Research péamerships led by United States universities that advance solutions to reduce global hunger,
poverty, and malnutrition. Includes the entities formerly known as the Collaborative Research Support
Programs (or CRSPs).

Food security and nutrition
Access td and availability, utilization, and stability Dfisufficient food to meet caloric and nutritional
needs for an active and healthy life.

Gender

The sociallydefined set of roles, rights, responsibilities, entittements, and obligations of females and
malesin societies. The social definitions of what it means to be female or male vary among cultures and
change over time.

Gender equality

Concerns fundamental social transformation, working with men and boys, women and girls, to bring
about changes in attitusiebehaviors, roles, and responsibilities at home, in the workplace, and in the
community. Genuine equality means expanding freedoms and improving overall quality of life so that
equality is achieved without sacrificing gains for males or females.
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Hygienic
Conducive to maintaining health and preventing disease, especially by being clean; sanitary.

Key stakeholders

Actors engaged in efforts to advance global food security programs and objectives, including relevant
federal departments and agencies; nafiand local governments in developing countries; other bilateral
donors; international and regional organizations; international, regional, and local financial institutions;
international, regional, and local private voluntary,4gornernmental, faitibased, and civil society
organizations; the private sector, including agribusinesses and relevant commaodities groups; agricultural
producers, including producer organizations, cooperatives,-soa# producers, and women; and
agricultural research and acatle institutions, including langrant universities and extension services.

Land, marine, and resource tenure

The political, economic, social, and legal structure that determines how individuals and groups access and
use land, water, and other resouécéscluding trees, minerals, fisliving marine resourcesnd pasture.

Tenure rules define how rights to use, control, and transfer land and resources are allocated within
societies.

Malnutrition

Poor nutritional status caused by nutritional deficienogxmess. Malnutrition is a condition resulting

when a personds diet does not provide adequate nu
unable to fully utilize the food eaten due to ilindbss consists of both undeinsufficiency) and over

(excess) nutrition.

Monitoring

The ongoing and systematic tracking of data or information relevantt@odvernmenstrategies,

projects, and activities. Relevant data and informational needs are idethtifieg planning and design,

and may include output and outcome measures that are directly attributable to or affétted by
Governmeninterventions, as well as measures of the operating context and programmatic assumptions.

Multiplier(s)

The rate at Wwich direct agricultural (or other) income or employment outcomes result in additional
indirect income or employment outcomes in the overall economy. In generatssalalproducer

agricultural investments have been documented to have significantly highaliers than investments

in other sectors, with one job in agriculture often resulting in additional jobs via the linkages to additional
employment and income via producer purchase of farm inputs, jobs in downstream processing, and
producer expendite on other locally supplied goods and services.

Overnutrition
The excess intake of energy or nutrients. This term includes overweight and obesity.

Performance indicator

A means to monitor expected outputs and outcomes of strategies, projects,jtiesabtiged on a Results
Framework or a projectodés or activityds | ogic mode
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progress and measuring actual results compared to expected Tdmyttselp answer the extent to which
an activity is progressg toward its objective(s), but alone cannot explain why such progress is or is not
being made. Performance indicators are also sometimes known as performance metrics.

Protected area

A clearly defined geographical space, recognized, dedicated, and mhatheigegh legal or other

effective means, to achieve the letegm conservation of nature with associated ecosystem services and
cultural values. This includes wildlife areas, national parks, and marine protected areas, among other
examples.

Relevant feceral departments and agency

Includes the United States Agency for International Development; U.S. Departments of Agriculture,
Commerce, State, and the Treasury; Millennium Challenge Corporation; Overseas Private Investment
Corporation; Peace Corps; Offiobthe United States Trade Representative; United States African
Development Foundation; United States Geological Survey; and any other department or agency specified
by the President.

Resilience

The ability of people, households, communities, countaied,systems teeducemitigate, adapt to, and
recover from shocks and stresses to food security in a manner that reduces chronic vulnerability and
facilitates inclusive growth.

Shock(s)
An acute, short to mediuterm episode or event that has substgntiedative effects on people's current
state ofwellb e i n g, l evel of assets, livelihoods, or thei

may be slow or rapid and may affect select households (idiosyncratic shocks) or a large number or class
of households (c@ariate shocks) at the same time.

Small-scale producer

Farmers, pastoralists, foresters, and fishers that have a low asset base and limited resources, including
land, capital, skills, and labor, and, in the case of farmers, typicallydiarfiewer than five hectares of

land.

Stress(es)
A longerterm pressure that undermines current or future vulnerability anebeialdj, including but not
limited tod climate variabilityand changepopulation pressure, and environmental degradation.

Stunting

A sign of chronic malnutrition and refers to a condition that is measured by a-tee@gjd ratio that is

more than two standard deviations below the median of the WHO Child Growth Standards. Stunting is a
result of suboptimal food and nutrientakes; insufficient preventive healthcare and unhygienic
environments; poor maternal nutrition; and inappropriate infant and young child feeding and care by
mothers and other members of the family and the community during the most critical periodstiof grow
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and development in early lif&t a population level, stunting is associated with logigm poor health,
delayed motor development, impaired cognitive function, and decreased immunity.

Sustainability

The ability of a target country, community, implertieg partner, or intended beneficiary to maintain,

over time, the programs authorized and outcomes achieved, from an institutional and programmatic
perspective without further donor assistance. Sustainability also refers to the maintenance of the factors
and practices that contribute to leteym outcomes and productivity, including financial, environmental
and social sustainability.

Target country

A developing country that is selectedparticipate in agriculture and nutrition programs under the Global
Food Security Strategy pursuant to the selection
this documentActivities underthis strategwvill not be limited to target amtries.

Undernourishment
When a person is hot able to acquire enough food to meet the daily minimum dietary energy
requirements, over a period of one year. Chronic undernourishment is an indicator for hunger.

Undernutrition

The various forms of poor mition caused by a complex array of factors including dietary inadequacy,
infections, and sociocultural factors. Underweight, stunting, wasting, and micronutrient deficiencies are
forms of undernutrition.

Youth

For the purposes of this strategputhmeans a life stage that starts in adolescence and continues through
young adulthood. The specific age range associated with those stages may vary by-thétsoaio

context, programmatic context, and the organization funding or implementing the program.

U.S. Government Global Food Security Strategy Xi



1. The Global Context

Unprecedented Progress and Momentum

Theenactmenbf the Global Food Security Act of 2016 (GFSR)L. 114195,0ccurred at an opportune
time. For the first time in human history, the end of hunger, undernutrition, and extreme poverty is within

our grasp. The world has seen dramatic declines in each of these areas, and fooehpines

consistentlyjower and morestableafterthe food price spikes of 2007 and 26aBeveloping and middie

income countries have made significant progress toward improving food security and nutrition, reducing
poverty, and advancing agricultural development over the last decade ghiesevere made in the

context of the Millennium Development Goals, bolstered by commitments made by the United States and

other countries atthe 2009& Summi t i n LO&6Aquil a, l'taly.

L6Aquil a i nj ect eabditioraleesopraes forthedhtadainsivglobal hurager,d
mal nutrition, and poverty. Th ed whahidclddedhe e

actions

establishment dfeed the FutureheP r e s i glibbahhtinges andood securityinitiatived increased

global investment in agriculturdevelopment and nutrition. Guided by the Rome Principles for

Sustainable Global Food Securitthese actions laid the foundation for this strategy to address the root

causes of hunger, poverty, and undernutrition.

As described in the Rome Principlesyjye commit to work in partnership to:

1. Investin countryowned plans that support restiiased programs and partnerships, so

assistance is tailordd the needs of individual countries, through consultative processes an

plans that are developed and led by country governments.

2. Strengthen strategic coordination to mobilize and align the resources of the diverse partne

and stakeholdedsincluding theprivate sector and civil socigiyneeded to achieve our
common objectives.

3. Ensure a comprehensive approach that addresses the root causes of hunger and poverty

also bridging humanitarian relief and sustainable development efforts.

4. Leverage the bené$i of multilateral institutions so priorities and approaches are aligned,

investments coordinated, and financial and technical assistance gaps filled.

5. Deliver on sustained and accountable commitments, phasing in investments responsibly t
ensure returns,sing benchmarks and targets to measure progress toward shared goals, al

holding ourselves and other stakeholders publicly accountable for achieving results.

A Turning Point

The adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDf@s$et a shareglobd agenda for achieving

global food security and has raised thefbam halving hungera targeuunder the Millennium

Development Goals, to eliminating hunger and malnutrition in all their forms everywhere by 2030. The

Addis Ababa Action Agendaeinforcedthe importance of bringing multiple streams of finangirig
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including private sector funding and domestic public resources alongside official development
assistance to the table to achieve these ambitious goals.

The Sustainable Development Goals

U.S.Governmenglobal food security and nutrition efforts contribute directly to SDG 1 and
SDG 2 and will also contribute tnd benefit frommany of the other 15 SDGs.

U SDG 1:End poverty in all its forms everywhere

U SDG 2:End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote
sustainable agriculture

Despite our collective progress on food security and nutrition, a projected 702 million women, men, and
children still live in extreme poverty; nearly 800 million peopteund the world are chronically

undernourishedP two billion are micronutrient deficient; and 159 million children under five are

stuntedt! foreverrobbing them of opportunities to reach their full potential. Malnutrition, unsafe food,

and foodborne digases are increasing health costs and mortality while reducing educational attainment,
lifetime earnings, and economic productivity and growth. Dietary changes are also resulting in some
countries facing a si mul t an e oouesnutftighpwittbnealytwour denod o
billion adults and 41 million children under five overweight or obemed, as a result, prone to a variety

of nonrcommunicable diseases.

Contributing to Progress

In countries reached by U.S. Government efforts to improve global food security and nutritio
local capacity for lasting food security and good nutrition continues to grow stronger.

U Poverty Reduction: U.S. Government efforts have contributed to prongisaductions in
poverty in Cambodia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia, and Malawi of between 12 and 26 perce
areas where Feed the Future works.

U Stunting Reduction: Child stunting, a measure of malnutrition, has also dropped betwee
and 32 percent in reneyears in target areas of Bangladesh, Cambodia, Ghana, Hondur:
Malawi, and Rwanda.

Note: As detailed in source, reductions were observed owéryear period depending on country and data source.
Source: Feed the Future. (2016). Ending hunger anerfyo A snapshot of progress.
https://www.feedthefuture.gov/resource/endinengerandpovertysnapshoeprogress
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At the same time, the global community is facimgerging trendsthat provide bothlwallenges and
opportunities for food security in the future. According to the U.S. Intelligence Community Assessment
on global food security published in 2Q*#5nstability and conflict, changes in climate, agricultural

disease outbreaks, environmentalrdegtion, illegal fishing and overfishing, demographic changes,
intensifying urbanization, and rising food demand will all have major impacts on progress against global
hunger, malnutrition, and poverty. Some of the most important opportunities and gbsléea detailed
below.

Food security, instability, and conflict: Food security is a development and humanitarian issue that also
presents major national security challenges. Growing concentrations of poverty an® hexagrbated

by the effects of climte variability, environmental degradation, and demographic ettuteaten global

security, leaving countries and communities vulnerable to increased instability, conflict, and the potential

for violence'* The overall risk of food insecurity in many corias will increase during the next 10 years,
contributing to social disruptions and political instabititf'he number of displaced people around the

world is currently the highest in history at 65 million pedfle addition tocontributing toconflict and

instability, food insecurity can alsesult fromconflict and instability, as illustrated by the situation in

many conflict zones around the world. Projections indicate that more thanbwior ds of t he wor |
could be living in fragile countriesyhere statesociety relations are already strained, by 2830

Climate and natural resource challengesThe intensifying challenge of changing climate patterns and
extreme weather events such as droughts, floods, and extended periods of extreme tenmuesatures

major challenges to global food securityecessitamg new food production practices along it

enhanced monitoring and response to the growing threat of agricultural pests and diseases. Exacerbating
the climate challenge is continued stress on ecosystems, marine environments, fisheries, and the land,
water, and natural resource base upon whictymtive agriculture relies, and the complex intrastate
governance challenges related to water resources. Responding to these challenges requires research to
provide new tools and approaches for increasing agricultural productivity, monitoring and managing
threats and risks, better managing and governing natural resources related to the food supply, adapting to
the effects of a changing climate, and mitigating greenhouse gases, where possible.

Complex demographic challenges and relevance beyond rural ared3emographic change presents a

major challenge, withtwo hi r ds of t he worl dés peoPdnk90pexcenect ed t
of this urban growth projected to occur in Africa and A8Rapid urban growth presents unprecedented
challenges butlso new opportunities for global food security. Urban slum populations around the world

are expected to continue swelling beyond the current one billion péaplé current urban population

growth rates across Africa are, on average, over twice as $igina growth rate€ These trends make

investments in other aspects of the food system beyond farms and rural areas increasingly important in

order to foster inclusive economic growth that enhances food security and reduces poverty. Rapidly

growing secodary and tertiary cities, where the majority of urban growth will concertfrated

megacities offer important opportunities for enhancing food security. At the same time, continued growth

of Africabés rur al popul at i oinndg whfircihc d@ 66s purelda rc t peadp L
than a generation), where poverty is even deeper, accentuates these chalteagesy workforce

further complicates these isswms0ss Asia in both rural and urban areas.
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Continued gender inequalities:While limited access to resources and inadequate nutrition affect

billions of women, men, girls, and boys, inequalities in resources, power, and roles in food and

agriculture systems tend to affect women and girls more greatly. Although women comprise 43 percent of

the agricultural labor force in developing countries, on average, they have disproportionately less access

to resources (such as land and financing), markets, technologies and information, positions of influence,

and means to manage r&k ack of accessotcredit, limited group membership, and high workloads are

among the most pressing constraints for both women and men in agriculture, although the burden of
disempowerment in these constraints is almost twice as much for wé®enc i al nor ms about
and mendés roles and responsibilities compound gen
l'imiting womendés ability to earn income, manage r
are available to feed young children. Where womenat have sufficient resources or power to act for

their own and their childrends healt h, nutritiona

Opportunities for agricultural -led growth: Urban growth and accompanying diet changes provide new
opportunities for enhancing food seity in both urban and rural areas. Urban populatioasd,

increasingly, rural communitiéspurchase much of their food, which continues to be produced
predominantly in rural areas. Urbanization and income growth are also creating new opportundibs relat

to dietary transformation, as consumer demand for processed foods and more-ietmsise, higher

value food products increases. One of these opportunities is to focus efforts on building strong and
resilient food and agriculture systemsthatcanba a tr ansf or mati onal effect
societies as a whole, not in the least by creating jobs and spurring growth in rural and urban economies.

Strengthening linkages between rural producers and growing numbers of urban consumers through the
development of input and output markets and related infrastructure (e.qg., roads, ports, cold storage, and
wholesale markets, as well as electricity, water, and information and communications technology) is key
to assuring the availability and affordabyilif sufficient, safe, and nutritious food. Soft infrastructure,

such as an enabling environment and education for producers and other members of the agriculture and
food system workforce, is also needed to operate a more sophisticated, inclusive destaida

diversified agriculture and food sector and to provide new growth and employment opportunities.
Agricultural growthi &cross the full value chain including production, transportation, processing, trade,
marketing and preparatidncan reduce food mes increase incomesndprovideemployment

opportunities for the rural and urban poor.

Mobile, digital, and finance opportunities We have also witnessed incredible changes in market
dynamics fueled by the explosive growth of mobile and digital tdolyies over the past five years.
These forces have redefined economic growth models, empowered poor people with new, powerful
communications tools, and facilitated more productive interactions and financial transactions among
actors across agricultural ua chains. In particular, with the rapid proliferation of digital payments,
including mobile money, we now have the tools and knowledge to invest in financial infrastructure that
fits the needs of rural households, providing them with the financial teokssary to both weather
shocks and seize economic opportunity. This is critical since more than two billion people wa@ldwide
who are predominantly female and live in rural areas critical to food setumityently lack relevant
financial products that wadi enable them to save, in order to mitigate shocks that impact consumption,
and invest, in order to increase profitabifty
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Lessons for the Way Forward

Food security and malnutrition are complex, systemic challenges, and we have learned that no single
intervention, policy change, or investment is sufficient to alleviate them. Building from our progress,
learning from experience, and taking into consideration emerging trends, we have identified key lessons
that inform our approach going forwatd.

Diversity of Contexts, People, and Pathways
6 Importance of resilience for addressing vulnerability:We have learned that sustainably
reducing extreme poverty requires a strong focus on reducing the risk of and building resilience
to shocks and stresses, incluglimatural disasters, emergencies, food price spikes, anddong
climate variability, especially among women and vulnerable populations including the very poor,
and in fragile countries coping with conflict and crisis.

6 Gender integration: Targeting womemas beneficiaries is not enough to reduce gender inequality
and empower women and girls. We will continue
leadership in food and agricultural systems, challenging gender norms that hinder food security
and woempowérreent, and intentionally involve men and communities in efforts to
improve nutrition, gender equality, and empowerment for women and adolescent girls.

6 Youth: We have recognized that U.S. Government food security and nutrition efforts could

explicitly target youth more systematically in ordeatidresshe youth demographimore
effectively. We will achieve this by drawing lessons from existing evidence on approaches that
work well to advance economic opportunities for youth.

6 Rural and urban populations: Many rural poor can benefit as consumers, producers, and
employees from progress in making food systems and agricultural value chains work better. For
the urban poor, a broader set of factors such as better food access through supply chain
enhancemds, nonfarm employment opportunities in the food and agriculture sector
(particularly in secondary and tertiary cities located close to rural production areas), hon
agricultural job opportunities, and safety net policies are important.

6 Recognizing different pathways out of poverty: Our efforts to strengthen agriculture and food
systems that sustainably reduce povertypairaarily predicated on building strong private
sectorled value chains. However, the ulaor, landless, and others may face condsam
engaging in these value chains due to a lack of assets or ability to manage the risks inherent in
these systems. We therefore need to complement our value chain development activities with
additional approaches to support various pathways out offgdrmeluding outside of agriculture,
reflecting the diversity of opportunities and constraints people Eifferent contexts may
require one or more approaches.

Systemic Approaches to Sustain Impact
0 Strengthening interagency coordination:More sophisttated methods of U.S. interagency
coordination and cooperation are neededs®the comparative strengths of agencieeliver a

comprehensive approach to global food security and nutrition. This includes improve

aThese lessons have been informed by multiple documents reflecting on global food security efforts since 2009, including the
Synthesis of Evaluations Related to the Feed the Future Learning Aamhdaafts of the forthcoming Feed the Future Global
Performance Evaluation.
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interagency planning and investments so that various U.S. efforts are more closely aligned,
integrated, and mutually reinforcing for maximum impadiath headquarters and the field.
Layering and integrating interventions for nutrition impact: While we hae placed the

inclusion of nutritionsensitive agriculture/livelihood interventions and nutritsmecific

interventions at the center of our approach to date, operationalizing this approach requires a
skillful coordinated effort across multiple sectorgluding water and sanitation, education,
environment, livelihoods, social protection, health, agriculture, and disaster relief. This approach
requires that we target the same populations in specific geographic locations with interventions
from multiple setors.

Integrating development and humanitarian approachesAchieving lasting resilience and
reducing the risk of food insecurity requires integrating development efforts with humanitarian
approaches in appropriate ways thmgtet the humanitarian mandate of saving lives and reducing
suffering while also reducing ¢heconomic impact on livelihoodé/e can do thign part through
coordination and collaboratidretween humanitarian amiévelopment actors, the use of good
practices for sustainable interventipaad better accounting for risk in development programs
The value chain approach in agriculture and food systemgd:o helpensure our efforts result in
higher incomes for smaficale producers as well as employment and entrepreneurship
opportunities in rural and urban areas, we must expand our activities arddwtage and
coordinate broader U.S. strategies and investments. This will allow us to implement a
comprehensive value chain approach, focusing on key intervention points and nvailets
enabling and encouraging production diversification and tecgpalidfusion at scale. Stronger
investments in a range of transformational aspects of the agriculture and food system, such as
research, infrastructure, finance, markets, an enabling environment for producers, traders, and
other businesses, workforce dey@hent are crucial to enhance links between rural and urban
areas.

Policy: Our efforts to support policy reform have generated meaningful clzamtyeill require
continued longerm investmentThese efforts are neededimprove thdunctioningof public

and private sectors that can sustainably provide extension, social safety nets, research, health,
inputs, and other goods and services. Through diplomacy and programmatic support, we will
continue to work closely with governments and with national and $bakeholders to advance

and help implement an eviderbased policy agenda consistent with international obligations
and U.S. policy objectives, including through strong land, marine, and water tenure.

Building local capacity and country ownership To minimize continued dependence on

external assistance and to promote g sustainability, it is critical that U.S. approaches
continue to recognize the need to build capacity of individuals, institutions, and governments in
targeted countries. There alseeds to be closer collaboration withcountry stakeholders in
planning, program implementation, determination of objectives, measurement of progress, and
adaptation of strategies to meet changing needs.

Evidence, Data, and Research

0

Evidencebased appoach: Our continued focus on generating evidence on what works; using
rigorous monitoring and evaluation approaches focused on management and learning; and
building strong mechanisms for learning and adaptation are essential for us to achieve maximum
resuts.
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6 Data: Accurate, timely, and detailed data on global hunger, malnutrition, poverty, and agriculture
are necessary to inform U.S. interventions and to measure their impacts. However, the United
States and all of our partners are hindered by limitecbatahted data. Under this strategy, we
will seek to improve the data thatir partners and wepllect and use, and explore new
approaches, tools, and technolod@ensure maximum impact of our policies and programs.

6 Innovative research:We will continue to advance and scale the results of-tighity

biophysical and social science researchdipensure a pipeline of innovations, tools, and

approaches designed to improve agriculture, food security, resilience, and nutrition piorities

the face of complex, dynamic challenges. U.S. universities are critical to efforts to strengthen
capacity of partner country research institutions to engage in locally and globally relevant
research.

Building on a strong foundation of comprehensiv8.\Government food security and nutrition

i nvest ment s, the U. S. Government 6s continued, bip
and poverty around the world was solidified in July 2016 with the enactment of the GFSA, which calls for

an intergency strategy to improve global food security and nutrition.

This strategyefinest he U. S. Gover nment 6s ¢ bpprbaztibuildngond secur it
lessons learned and taking acabaf a shifting global contexfs outlined in the sectiarthat follow,

this strategyaimsto break silo@ndintegrate programming across sectors and agencies for maximum

impact and effective stewardship of United States taxpayer dollars.

2. Goal and Objectives of the Strategy: The Results
Framework

Inspiredby the global agenda laid out in the SDGs and the objectives of the GFSA:

Our vision is a world free from hunger, malnutrition, and extreme poverty, where thriving local
economies generate increased income for all people; where people consume baldnced
nutritious diets and children grow up healthy and reach their full potential; and where resilient
households and communititsce fewer and less severe shotieselessvulnerability tothe
shockgthey do faceand are helping to accelerate inclusisestainable economic growth.

In support of this global vision, the below sections outline our theory of change for achieving our goal
and objectives. A theory of change is a description of how we expect our activities will ultimately result
in our goal through a series of causal liggs or impact pathways. Figure 1 illustrates our theory of

change visually in the format ofResultsFramework, which outlines our ultimate goal, the three

objectives necessary to achieve that goal, and the Intermediate Results (IRs) that are neoedsatg in
achieve our three objectives. This figure provides a framework for presenting our strategy to achieve the
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policy objectives in the GFSA and guides the comprehensive -seditbral approach and resources that
the U.S. Government brings to bearamtdressing food security and nutrition globally.

Our overarching goal is wustainably reduce global hunger, malnutrition, and poverty See Section 5

on Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning for a discussion of our tagting approach. Reaching this

goal will require an integrated effort, which, our experience to date has shown, must include achieving
three main Objectives:

1. Inclusive and sustainable agriculturatled economic growth:There is broad consensus that
sustainably reducing global hungerlmutrition, and poverty will require accelerating inclusive
agriculture secteled growth that is environmentally sustainable and that local partners can
maintain without further input of development assistance resources. Inclusive and sustainable
agricuturatled economic growth provides many paths to poverty reduction, generating jobs and
reliable incomes, directly across agricultural value chains and indirectly through multiplier effects
across the broader economies of which they are a part. Growiagribelture sector also
increases the availability of affordable, diverse, and nutritious food, thereby supporting reductions
in hunger and malnutrition.

2. Strengthened resilience among people and systentouseholds and communities are
increasingly expeencing frequent and intense shocks and stresses that threaten food security and
nutrition. A reduced vulnerability to these shocks and stresses and the albdityice mitigate,
adapt to, manage, and recover from them is particularly important totteenexpoor and the
most vulnerable. Increased resilience among people and systems is necessary for men, women,
and families to sustainably escape poverty.

3. A well-nourished population, especially among women and childremchieving our Goal
requires weHlnourished populations in which everyone, especially women and children, have the
chance to live healthy and productive lives. Nutrition improvements are related to decreased
health costs, higher economic productivity, and lower rates of mofalitydernutition,
particularly during the 1,000 days from pregna
levels of educational attainment, productivity, and lifetime earrfhigsitrition is also vital prior
to pregnancy, including in adolescent girls.

Thesethree Objectives are interrelated and interdependent. Agriclétdireconomic growth, for

example, is especially effective in leading to income growth among the poor, thereby increasing their
ability to afford food to improve nutritional status, espdgiaf women and children. Resilience to

shocks and stresses is necessary before individuals can afford the risk inherent in increasing investment in
their farms and other businesses that can lead to further income growth. And good nutrition, which starts
early in life and depends on, though also requires conditions well beyond, improved income, is necessary
for a healthy and productive workforce that is the backbone for all economic growth.

A number of Intermediate Resutistline thepathways towardkigherlevel results.Nine Intermediate
Resultsoutline our approach to achieving the three Objectives. In addition, asoti@mssCutting
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Intermediate Resultsare foundational to all areas of food security and nutrition and contribute to
achieving the dter Intermediate Results, and thereby all three Objectives, and our overarching goal.

Achieving these Intermediate Results and the three Objectives will require a large, diverse set of activities
that will vary by context. Recognizing this, and that maatyvity outcomes contribute to multiple

Objectives or Intermediate Results, our Results Framework includiigstrative list of activity
outcomescontributing to each of these Objectives and Intermediate Results. The illustrative activities
listed inthe sections below may contribute to one or more of these outcomes.

In addition to the three Objectives that lead directly to our core global food security and nutrition
development goal, we have identifisid complementary resultsfrom other U.S. Goveiment

investments that benefit from and contribute to our global food security and nutrition investments. These
results are not only necessary for food security and nutrition, but they also benefit from improved food
security, creating a mutually reinfongj relationship across government policies and implementation. In
Figure 1, these complementary results are represented in dotted boxes to illustrate that they are essential
to our goal but depend on other programming and diplomatic streams.

Given that tle relative importance of each of the Objectives and Intermediate Results to achieving our
overarching goal will vary by context, we will tailor the activities needed to achieve the required results to
address each food security and nutrition context. TthedJ.S. Government team within each target

country will develop a countrgpecific theory of change amksultsFramework that reflects the unique
challenges, opportunities, and contexts in that country. This theory of change will strategically focus our
resources on those approaches and interventions that will deliver impact, at scale, in support of our
overarching goals of sustainably reducing global hunger, malnutrition, and poverty, based on existing
countryspecific or global evidence, and ctineft, costeffectiveness, and related analyses.

The different elements of olResultsFramework and their relevant theories of change are explained
below.
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Figure 1: U.S. GovernmentGlobal Food Security Strategy Results Framework

Goal: Sustainably reduce global hunger, malnutrition, and poverty

i 3
Objective | Objective 2 Objective 3
Inclusive and sustainable Strengthened resilience A well-nourished population,
agricultural-led economic growth among people and systems especially among women and children
\ J
IR I IR2 IR3 IR4 IR5 IR6 IR7 IR8 IR9
Strengthened Strengthened Increased Increased Improved Improved Increased Increased More hygienic
inclusive and expanded employment sustainable proactive risk adaptation to consumption use of direct household and
agriculture access to and entrepre- productivity, reduction, and recovery of nutritious nutrition community
systems that are markets and neurship particularly mitigation, and from shocks and safe diets interventions environments
productive and trade through management and stresses and services
profitable climate-smart
approaches
(" . . N
Cross-Cutting Intermediate Results (IR)
CCIR | Strengthened global commitment to investing in food security CCIR4 Increased youth empowerment and livelihoods
CCIR 2 Improved climate risk land, marine, and other natural resource management CCIR 5 More effective governance, policy, and institutions
CCIR 3 Increased gender equality and female empowerment CCIR 6 Improved human, organizational, and system performance
§ Effective response to emergency food security needs _E
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Economic growth in
complementary sectors

secesnnes
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Healthy ecosystems and biodiversity

Complementary Results

Stable, democratic societies that respect

human rights and the rule of law

Long-term food security efforts benefit from and contribute to complementary work streams that promote:

A reduced burden of disease
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Well-educated populations
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